
















Prayer for General Conference of the UMC 2024 
Written by Rev. Debbie Sperry 

(Sung) God of grace and God glory, on thy people, pour thy power. 

Holy and Abundant God, we tum to you to pray for the work of the 
church. We pray for the global church-people from every nation and 
tongue who seek to follow you and walk in your ways. We pray for 
vision, conviction, and truth. We pray for deep compassion that 
provokes us to action to care for the least and the last 

In these weeks of Holy Conferencing where the people of the United 
Methodist Church gather-clergy and laity-from conferences around 
the. world to worship, pray. discern, discuss and legislate, we know 
there are many hours, years, decades, even centuries oflabor, ministry, 
service, advocacy, and Christian fellowship that have shaped us and 
formed us and inform the decisions being made now in 2024. 

(Sung) Crown thine ancient Church's story; bring her bud to 
glorious flower 

We know the work of General Conference can be life-giving as well as 
draining. We know it can be empowering and sometimes debilitating. 
We confess that as a global church, that represents diversity in all its 
forms, sometimes we have failed. 
We have failed you, our churches, our neighbors, and ourselves. 
We ask for your forgiveness for when we have been too proud, too 
powerful, and too political to do your will and follow the example of 
Jesus Christ 

We pray for those who have been called and elected to do this holy 
work and serve at General Conference. 
We lift up delegates from our annual conference-clergy and lay, our 
bishops and superintendents, the pages, communications staff, 
translators, administrators, kitchen staff and janitorial staff, staff from 
our boards and agencies, and the worship teams who have dedicated 
themselves to this season of work. Fortify them. Encourage them. 
Give them energy and focus. Fill their spirits through prayer and 
worship. Remind them of your calling on their lives. 

We pray for the decisions that will be made and the impact they will 
have. We pray for those who will receive those decisions from within 
the church and decide on next steps. And we pray for those who will 
receive those decisions from outside of the church-those who have 
been alienated, hurt, or dismissed. We humbly acknowledge that we 
cannot be all things to all people-though so often we wish we could. 

Help us to be the church you have called us to be. Help us to love our 
neighbors. 
Help us to follow Jesus' commandments and his example. Help us to 
serve in the way that is uniquely United Methodist and universally 
Christ-like. 
Help us to be the light of hope and the embodiment of grace iri the 
world today. 

No matter what happens, Lord, remind us that you are good. 
You are invested in your people. 
You are the God of redemption and transformation. 
You make a way where there seems to be no way. 
You are the God of possibility, promise, and provision. 
Help us to hold close to you each and every day. 

(Sung) Grant us wisdom; grant us courage for the facing of this 
hour, for the facing of this hour. 

Amen. 




