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3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 14, 2025

WELCOME! WE'RE GLAD YOU'RE HERE!
Welcome to Fairport UMC! We embrace the gift of diversity of our community and our
world and proclaim that all persons are created in God's image. We celebrate all ways that
the human family of Christ finds its diversity. Our vision is to nurture ALL people on
their life journeys and to bring God’s love to the world. Disposable masks are available in the

coatroom and narthex for those who would like one.

CHILDREN

We are glad you are here! There is a cart in the Narthex with Children’s Activity Bags. We
love to have children stay in worship. We are not currently offering a staffed nursery, but
the nursery room is available and open to parents and little ones. The service is also
livestreamed in the nursery so you and your child can still participate in worship!

Note: Sunday School (children/youth/adult) during the school year is at 9am.

OPEN TABLE

Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month and all, including children,
are welcome at the table. We use gluten/dairy free bread. If you would prefer not to
receive communion but would like a blessing, please indicate that to the pastor.

WORSHIP ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

*indicates to stand as you are able
bold print indicates congregational response

UMH — United Methodist Hymnal (large blue hymnal)
FWS — The Faith We Sing (small black hymnal)
W&S — Worship & Song (small green hymnal)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 14, 2025

The chimes call us to gather as we prepare our hearts to worship God.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASSING THE PEACE

PRELUDE Christmas Joy and Adoration Edwards
Bell Choir

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING Gary & Holly Warren (9:00)

Joy will not fail. The Dornbush Family (10:30)

No, joy will not fail!

Though mourning and misery seem to prevail, though a smile can often seem out of
place in a world of despair, still we proclaim that joy will not fail.

No, joy will not fail!

Believe in the blessing of joy, siblings in Christ. As we light these candles, we do so
knowing that, for many, there don’t seem to be any reasons to rejoice. The lowly have
not been lifted up. The powerful have not been brought low. The poor still go hungry
while others are well-fed. So, as we light these candles, we do so seeking to light flames
of joy in our lives and in the lives of others. We do so as a sign of our commitment to
reflect the joy of God’s coming reign in our lives—the joy that comes with the dawning
of a new heaven and earth before our very eyes. So believe in the blessing.

The blessing of joy!

Though mourning and misery seem to prevail, joy will not fail. Joy will prevail.

*HymN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates UMH 213
CALL TO RECONCILIATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of joy and the cheer of the season, we confess that we have not lived as your
people. We have heard the words of the prophets, and have not done the work of
kingdom-building to which you have called us. We have heard the words of Mary,
and have not filled the hungry with good things and levelled the power structures
that kept her on the margins. Forgive us, we pray, for the times when we have not
sought joy for those who weep in our presence. Forgive us, we pray, for the times
we have failed to rejoice at your goodness. Strengthen us to live as your people, to
proclaim the wonders that you have worked in our lives, and to do the work that
you would have us do, until all the world echoes with the sounds of laughter.



WORDS OF QRACE
Hear the good news, siblings in Christ: God weeps when we do, laughs with us in joy,
and loves us even when we do not love one another.
Our souls will magnify the love we have received. We are freed and forgiven,
loved and called to love. Thanks be to God! Amen.

SCRIPTURE Reading Isaiah 35:1-10

For the Word of God in Scripture; For the Word of God among us;
For the Word of God within us. Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM (10:30) A Morning Star Will Rise Martin
from The Star Arising
Chancel Choir

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30)

INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE
OFFERTORY See Amid the Winter’s Snow arr. Moats
Bell Choir

*DOXOLOGY UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God of deep joy, even when storms rage and doubts rise, you call us
to see with kingdom eyes - to look for healing, hope, and signs of your grace
breaking in. In this Advent season of expectation and weariness, we bring
these gifts as expressions of joy, rooted not in ease but in trust. May our
giving bear witness to your good news: that closed eyes will open, hearts of
stone will be broken, and the poor will be fed. Use these offerings and us as
signs of your coming reign, lights in the storm, and carriers of joy. In the
name of Jesus, our hope and our Redeemer. Amen.

*HymN My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout see insert



PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*(GOSPEL READING Luke 1:46b-55

For the Word of God in Scripture; For the Word of God among us;
For the Word of God within us. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE Joy Will Not Fail Pastor Sam Smith
*HYMN It Came upon the Midnight Clear UMH 218
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Held

Let us take these few moments for preparation,
for worship is over .... the service begins.

FLOWERS IN WORSHIP

are from Carolyn & Marilyn Tastor in memory of Brenda Tastor.

PRAYER REQUESTS

- For our country, and for peace in our world.

We pray for those who are in need of continued healing

FUMC Members: Ed Lewek, Bob Grow, Courtney Pedersen, Andy Jamison,
Bev Boynton, Marjorie Rose, Marlene Farrington, Sue Templeton, Mary Beth McHenry,
Linda Marsters, Mary Kay Rosecrants, David Durham

Family / Friends: Becky Gualtieri, Susan Grau, Shirley Robinson,
Heather Malvarosa, David Klein, Sandy, Dave, Mark, Al, Lexi

We pray for all those who are homebound or in nursing homes
Gary Nelson, Carol Snow, Cindy Stanton,
Marge Vanderburgh, Wally Robinson (CT), Carolyn Hebert (KY)



SERVICE MusiC TEXT

A Morning Star Will Rise
Faithful seekers, watch and pray. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Clear the path; prepare the way. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
There is promise for tomorrow, though the night is cold and dark.
Hope, come drive away our sorrows.
We are looking for the Morning Star.

People, search the eastern sky. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
God is sending us a sign. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
God will fill the earth with wonder. Peace will rule in every heart.
Love will shake the world like thunder.

We are praying for the Morning Star.

Come, O come, Emmanuel. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Ransom captive Israel. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Come and fill us with Your love. Lift our longing eyes above.
See the glorious Star is rising with the dawn.

Sing and shout, the day is here. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Joy will wipe away each tear. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Let the earth break forth with singing, every nation near and far,
Every hill and valley ringing.
We are reaching for the Morning Star!

PERMISSIONS & CREDITS

CCLI #841086; ONE LICENSE, License #A-736763,
Hymns: The United Methodist Publishing House; GIA Publications, Inc.
The General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church
Advent Wreath Lighting liturgy adapted from Hope Will Not Fail by David Bjorlin
Prayer of dedication adapted from UM Discipleship Ministries.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

To Dave Dupont, and Lisa Silver
for restringing the large
Christmas Wreath that hangs in
the sanctuary - it’s delightful!




We are taking orders for poinsettias to beautify our
sanctuary - today is the last day to order!

You may order online (link is in E-News) or by filling
out an order form (found on the table just outside the
kitchenette) and placing the form in the collection
envelope - along with your payment.

Please make checks out to: Fairport United Methodist
Church and put "Poinsettias” on the memo line.

You may take your flowers home after the 9:30am
service on December 28th. If you have any questions
please contact Fran Mealey. Call or text: 585-748-0303

You are invited to create ornaments that follow the
traditional Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love. The supplies for each week's ornament will be
f’-\(l\/C'l'l L on the table in the narthex. Each one comes with

2 prompts to help you think about that week's Advent
Ornaments theme as you color and decorate your ornaments.
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Advent Giving Opportunities
During this time of waiting and preparing for the celebration of Jesus’s birth, Outreach
is offering several opportunities to give to those in need. Please stop by the Advent Giv-
ing Center in the Parlor and select a tag from the Star Tree or write a message of hope to
a person in prison.
Community Outreach Center at Asbury First: Women’s and men’s clothing (size
2X or larger), kitchen items, dishes, utensils, small appliances, silverware, plastic uten-
sils for children, pots and fry pans, queen-size sheets, blankets, and comforters are being
collected. Items must be returned UNWRAPPED by December 21.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: $20 gift cards for Wegmans, Tops, Target, Walmart.
Please, NO CASH.
Prison Ministry of Upstate New York: Fill out a Message of Hope card, which will
be distributed to incarcerated individuals during the Christmas season.
United Women in Faith Mitten Tree: Mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks to be
distributed to local organizations.

FUMC Staff Gift Donation
from the Staff Parish Relations Committee

As we remember all of those who are important in our lives this Christmas season.

please consider a monetary gift donation to our FUMC staff who have worked tirelessly

throughout the year helping us along on our faith journeys.

There are two ways to make a monetary gift donation to FUMC staff:

> Simply make out a check to Fairport United Methodist Church and indicate “Staff
Gift” on the memo line.

> Online through the church’s website (fairportumc.org): “Give” tab, then click the red
button and on the ensuing page select “Give to Staff Gift” from the dropdown menu.

The Staft Parish Relations Committee will coordinate distribution of the donations to the

staff. This is another opportunity for us to show our appreciation to Sam, Nicole. Joy,

Jamie and Kevin for all their hard work this past year.

For more information on these
announcements and more, please see our weekly e-news!



SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 14 8am Bell Choir-S
Q9am Worship, Sunday School, Adult Forum
10:30am Worship
11:45am Cantata Choir Luncheon - FH
1:30pm | 2pm | Bell Choir— S | Cantata Choir - S
3pm | 4pm Cantata Performance — S | Cantata Reception — P
Monday, December 15 Ipm Godmothers — 204
Tpm UWF Communion — S | Doom — Zoom | Scouts — FH
Tuesday, December 16 10am Staff Meeting ~ P
11:30am Small Group — 204
6:30pm Joyful Noise — 206 | Outreach — Zoom
Tpm Trustees
Wednesday, December 17 | 11:30am Joy Club—-P
5:45pm Amplify The Light Small Group — 204 & Zoom
Tpm Chancel Choir— 113, S
Thursday, December 18 6:30pm Bell Choir - S
Friday, December 19 9am Cooking Ministry — K only
10:30am Heart Listening Small Group (offsite)
6pm Euchre Tournament — FH
Saturday, December 20 Noon Al Anon - FH
Sunday, December 21 8am Early Choir - S
9am Worship, Sunday School, Adult Forum
10:30am Worship (Rowley Baptism)

MINISTERS AND STAFF OF FUMC
Ministers - All God’s People

Pastor - Sam Smith sam@fairportumc.org
Music Ministry Director - Nicole Camilleri nicole@fairportumc.org
Family Ministries Director - Joy Leinenbach Jjoy@fairportumc.org
Administrative Assistant - Kevin Gordon office@fairportumc.org

Custodian - Jamie Gualtieri

HELPING IN TODAY'’S SERVICE
Livestream Operator: Erin Pfund
Readers: 9am - Nate Romagnola 10:30am - Andy Schaefer
Thank you to this week’s Feed the Spirit volunteers.




My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

Canticle of the Turning
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My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
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