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FAIRPORT

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

4T™H SUNDAY OF ADVENT DECEMBER 21, 2025

WELCOME! WE'RE GLAD YOU'RE HERE!

Welcome to Fairport UMC! We embrace the gift of diversity of our community and our
world and proclaim that all persons are created in God’s image. We celebrate all ways that
the human family of Christ finds its diversity. Our vision is to nurture ALL people on
their life journeys and to bring God’s love to the world. Disposable masks are available in the

coatroom and narthex for those who would like one.

CHILDREN
We are glad you are here! There is a cart in the Narthex with Children’s Activity Bags. We
love to have children stay in worship. We are not currently offering a staffed nursery, but
the nursery room is available and open to parents and little ones. The service is also
livestreamed in the nursery so you and your child can still participate in worship!
Note: Sunday School (children/youth/adult) during the school year is at 9am.

OPEN TABLE

Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month and all, including children,
are welcome at the table. We use gluten/dairy free bread. If you would prefer not to
receive communion but would like a blessing, please indicate that to the pastor.

WORSHIP ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

*indicates to stand as you are able
bold print indicates congregational response

UMH ~ United Methodist Hymnal (large blue hymnal)
FWS — The Faith We Sing (small black hymnal)
W& S — Worship & Song (small green hymnal)
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ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 21, 2025

The chimes call us to gather as we prepare our hearts to worship God.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*PASSING THE PEACE

PRELUDE Of the Father’s Love Begotten Held
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING Louise Kurz & Vicki Deady (9:00)
Love will not fail. The Moreland Family (10:30)

No, love will not fail!

Though hatred and hopelessness seem to prevail, though love is more often seen as a
weakness than a necessity, still we proclaim that love will not fail.

No, love will not fail!

Believe in the power of love, siblings in Christ. As we light these candles, we do so
striving to know God’s love in our hearts. For to know God is to know love, though we
cannot know God without knowing the least among us. We light these candles, lighting
the path in our dark world for love born in the roughest of conditions, love that came
weak and weary and vulnerable. May these flames kindle within us a desire to know
God’s love and to live God’s love in all of Creation. May these lights burn until the
world is renewed in the love that overcomes hatred, violence, apathy, and misery. So
believe in the power. The power of love!

Though hatred and hopelessness seem to prevail, love will not fail. Love will prevail.

ANTHEM Hope Will Not Fail Miller
Early Choir

*Hymn People, Look East UMH 202

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM (10:30)  Brynn Rowley UMH 39

SUNG RESPONSE Water, River, Spirit, Grace FWS 2253

sung twice

CALL TO RECONCILIATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Come now, Reconciler of the nations, for our world, our lives, need your peace
more than ever before. Come, Caller to discipleship, for we long to let go of our
self-interest and narcissism. Come, Word Gifter, for we hunger to hear your voice
once again, ever always. Come, Servant of the poor, so we notice you in all those

we push past in this hectic season. Come, Silence of our nights and Holiness of our
hearts. and fargsive ng far tirning vanr comnassion inte commercials. vonr iov



into jingles, your hope into hollow words, your love into lust for the short-lasting
offerings of the world. May we find our way to the One born simply, born
gracefully, for us — Jesus, the Child of wonder and life.

WORDS OF GRACE
Hear these words of grace: God’s love for us prevails, even when our love fails. God’s
desire to see all of Creation made new persists, even when we are weary. We remain a
part of this call, even when we fall short. We are loved, we are forgiven, we are
embraced in God’s love that will not let us go. Thanks be to God! Amen.

ScrIPTURE Reading Isaiah 7:10-16
For the Word of God in Scripture; For the Word of God among us;
For the Word of God within us. Thanks be to God!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (10:30)
INVITATION TO GIVE AND SERVE

OFFERTORY
(9:00) It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Schalk
(10:30) Carol of the Rising Star Martin

from The Star Arising
Chancel Choir

*DOXOLOGY UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Faithful God of unfolding plans, when our certainty falters and our
expectations collapse, you are still at work, inviting us into grace that
redefines and redeems. Like Joseph, we bring our gifts and lay down our
plans, trusting that your Spirit can shape our offering into something greater
than we imagined. Let these gifts and our lives be signs of obedience, humility,
and hope. May they help carry Christ into a world still longing for peace,
hungry for love, and needing redemption. We pray in the name of the one
who is Emmanuel - God with us. Amen.



*HyMmN Love Came Down at Christmas UMH 242

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*(GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25

For the Word of God in Scripture; For the Word of God among us;
For the Word of God within us. Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE Love Will Not Fail Pastor Sam Smith
*HyMmMN Angels from the Realms of Glory UMH 220
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE People, Look East Langlois

Let us take these few moments for preparation,
for worship is over .... the service begins.

PRAYER REQUESTS

- For Tia, who is battling cancer and had a bone marrow transplant this week (Courtney
Pedersen’s aunt).

- For Norm & Betsy Brown, who both have the flu, and Norm is in the ICU for cardiac
related concerns (Holly Warren).

- For our country, and for peace in our world.

We pray for those who are in need of continued healing

FUMC Members: Ed Lewek, Bob Grow, Courtney Pedersen, Andy Jamison,
Bev Boynton, Marjorie Rose, Marlene Farrington, Sue Templeton, Mary Beth McHenry,
Linda Marsters, Mary Kay Rosecrants, David Durham

Family / Friends: Becky Gualtieri, Susan Grau, Shirley Robinson,
Heather Malvarosa, David Kiein, Sandy, Dave, Mark, Al, Lexi

We pray for all those who are homebound or in nursing homes
Gary Nelson, Carol Snow, Cindy Stanton,
Marge Vanderburgh, Wally Robinson (CT), Carolyn Hebert (KY)



SERVICE MUSIC TEXTS
Hope Will Not Fail
Hope will not fail, though anguish and apathy seem to prevail,
no, hope will not fail: hope will prevail

Peace will not fail, though vengeance and violence seem to prevail,
no, peace will not fail; peace will prevail,
Believe in the coming of peace!
Though vengeance and violence seem to prevail,
no, peace will not fail; peace will prevail.

Joy will not fail, though mourning and misery seem to prevail,
no, joy will not fail; joy will prevail.
Believe in the blessing of joy!
| Though mourning and misery seem to prevail,
no, joy will not fail; joy will prevail.

Love will not fail, though hatred and hopelessness seem to prevail,
no, love will not fail; love will prevail.
Believe in the power, the power of love!
Though hatred and hopelessness seem to prevail,
no, love will not fail; love will prevail

Carol of the Rising Star
Star arising in the night, silver promise burning bright,
Shine Your truth on us, we pray. Turn our shadows into day.
Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel!
Come, O come, Emmanuel!

Star arising, wondrous sign, O sacred light of love divine,
Bring us wisdom, lead us on, guide us to a joyful dawn.
Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel!

Come, O come, Emmanuel!

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Star arising, lift our eyes as we search the evening skies.
Help us dream for things above, hope and peace, Your light and love!
Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel!
Come, O come, Emmanuel! Rejoice! Rejoice!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advent
Ornaments
To everyone who helped with You are invited to create ornaments that
the Cantata Choir Luncheon follow the traditional Advent themes of Hope,
and to Jennie Guy for Peace, Joy, and Love. The supplies for each
coordinating this event! week's ornament are on the table in the

narthex. Each one comes with prompts to help
you think about that week's Advent theme as

Curistmas Eve Worsuip
Py you color and decorate your ornaments.
4 : 4pm
Children's Service
8pm
: Traditional Servicle ]

& . SUNDAY
* DECEMBER 28

10pm -
Communion Service® .

Farport :
Unirtep MetHoDIST CHURCH

31 West Church St Fairport. NY

- WORSHIP

OHRE SERVICE OHEY AT 8.30AM

~
® Special Music and candlelight at each service

Livestreamed. fairportumec org

RE: End of Year Donations
Please note the following deadlines for your 2025 donations to be recorded and counted

toward your 2025 giving statement.
Physical donations must be received in the office by 3pm December 29th.

On-line donations may be made by end of day December 31.
A< atwavs thank vou for vour osenerositv!



Advent Giving Opportunities
During this time of waiting and preparing for the celebration of Jesus’s birth, Outreach
is offering several opportunities to give to those in need. Please stop by the Advent Giv-
ing Center in the Parlor and select a tag from the Star Tree or write a message of hope to
a person in prison.
Community Qutreach Center at Asbury First: Women’s and men’s clothing (size
2X or larger), kitchen items, dishes, utensils, small appliances, silverware, plastic uten-
sils for children, pots and fry pans, queen-size sheets, blankets, and comforters are being
collected. Items must be returned UNWRAPPED by December 21.
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: $20 gift cards for Wegmans, Tops, Target, Walmart.
Please, NO CASH.
Prison Ministry of Upstate New York: Fill out a Message of Hope card, which will
be distributed to incarcerated individuals during the Christmas season.
United Women in Faith Mitten Tree: Mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks to be
distributed to local organizations.

FUMC Staff Gift Donation
from the Staft Parish Relations Committee

As we remember all of those who are tmportant in our lives this Christmas season.

please consider a monetary gift donation to our FUMC staff who have worked tirelessly

throughout the year helping us along on our faith journeys.

There are two ways to make a monetary gift donation to FUMC staff:

> Simply make out a check to Fairport United Methodist Church and indicate “Staff
Gift” on the memo line.

> Online through the church’s website (fairportumc.org): “Give™ tab. then click the red
button and on the ensuing page select “Give to Staft Gift” from the dropdown menu.

The Staft Parish Relations Committee will coordinate distribution of the donations to the

staff. This is another opportunity for us to show our appreciation to Sam, Nicole, Joy.

Jamie and Kevin for all their hard work this past year.

For more information on these
announcements and more, please see our weekly e-news!



SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP THIS WEEK

Sunday, December 21 8am Early Choir— 113
9am Worship, Sunday School, Adult Forum
10:30am Worship
Monday, December 22 Ipm Godmothers - 204
Tuesday, December 23 10am Staff Meeting — P
Wednesday, December 24 | 4pm Christmas Eve Worship (Children’s service)
8pm Christmas Eve Worship (Traditional service)
10pm Christmas Eve Worship (Communion service)
Thursday, December 25 Office closed Merry Christmas!
Friday, December 26 Office closed Cooking Ministry — K only
Heart Listening Small Group (offsite)
Saturday, December 27 Noon Al Anon - FH
Sunday, December 28 9am Cooking Ministry (K only)
9:30am (note time) | Worship - only one service today!
12:30pm Sunday Dinner (K only)
S5pm Beyond These Walls Shelter Visit (SH)

Pastor - Sam Smith

Music Ministry Director - Nicole Camilleri
Family Ministries Director - Joy Leinenbach
Administrative Assistant - Kevin Gordon

MINISTERS AND STAFF OF FUMC

Ministers - All God’s People

Custodian - Jamie Gualtieri

Readers: 9am - Vicki Deady

sam(@fairportumc.org
nicole@fairportumc.org
Jjoy@fairportumc.org
office@fairportumc.org

HELPING IN TODAY’S SERVICE
Livestream Operator: Julic Woodruff

10:30am - Anne Wilson

Thank you to this week’s Feed the Spirit volunteers.

PERMISSIONS & CREDITS

CCLI #841086; ONE LICENSE, License #A-736763,
Hymns: The United Methodist Publishing House; Oxford University Press; Chalice Press
Advent Wreath Lighting liturgy adapted from Hope Will Not Fail by David Bjorlin
Prayer of dedication adapted from UM Discipleship Ministries.




